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WAIT – IS THAT IN THE BIBLE?
Did Jesus grow up in Egypt and speak “Egyptian”?
Joseph and Mary fled to Egypt to avoid the massacre of boys 
under Herod (Matthew 2:13-15). They returned to Nazareth after 
the death of Herod (Matthew 2:19-23). They may have been in 
Egypt for several years, though there is no record in the gospels 
of Jesus speaking an Egyptian language.

Did people really lower a paralytic through a roof?
Yes! Both that story (Mark 2:1-12) and the cleansing of the leper (Mark 1:40-45) are biblical 
accounts!

Did Joseph die before Jesus began his ministry?
Probably, because there is no mention of Joseph after Jesus begins his ministry. Joseph is last 
named in Luke 2:48.

Did Nicodemus ask Mary for a meeting with Jesus?
We know that Nicodemus “came to Jesus at night,” (John 3:2) but we do not know how that 
meeting was arranged.

Was Jesus constantly teaching parables?
It is likely that Jesus told many of His stories more than once. The parables seem to be told more 
intentionally later in his ministry after He is further rejected (Matt 13:10-17).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
What is one question you have about the Bible, Jesus, or other characters as a result of 
watching this episode?

What emotions did you feel as you watched the scenes with the leper?

Have you had any kind of experience where you have felt cleansed or healed by Jesus?

Can you relate at all to Matthew’s spiritual journey at this point? How do you see Matthew 
processing what he is witnessing of Jesus?

If you were one of Jesus’ disciples at this point, what questions would you want to ask Him?

Nicodemus says, “We are still students. All of us! Our understanding will never be 
complete.” How can we nurture such a humble hunger to keep growing spiritually?

Read the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector in 
Luke 18:9-14. How can we see this parable in the characters so 
far? How can we apply this parable to our lives?

What else did you learn about Jesus from this episode? Are 
there any ways in which your impression or understanding of 
Jesus was sharpened, challenged, or changed?

Jesus’ Area of Ministry

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Key Bible Verse

“Jesus reached out his 
hand and touched the 

man. “I am willing,” 
he said. “Be clean!” 

And immediately the 
leprosy left him.

Luke 5:13

Adapted from Forcey Bible Church


